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Management system 
qualification? A 
necessity in any 
business

What is the success of a company? Although this 
answer cannot be simplified to one thing, the truth is 
that the success and proper functioning of a compa-
ny depends on several factors that, integrated, are an 
almost guaranteed formula for good results. Among 
these factors, the management systems stand out. 
When reviewing the statistics, there has been a con-
siderable increase in the adoption of management sys-
tems certifications in the last several years. Businesses 
are today struggling to meet customer expectations, 
experiencing reduced business opportunities, poor in-
ternal culture, and high staff turnover. Those results re-
flect uncertain times but are also encouraging in their 
demonstration of action shown by businesses to stabi-
lize and secure their future. 

Implementing Management System Standards (ISO) 
provides a modern and robust framework to adapt to 
the ever-changing business environment. A business 
management system is a work system, a key tool that 
helps to streamline your business processes and build-
in efficiency. Implementation of the appropriate man-
agement system improves business performance and 
embeds safe and sustainable practices into your oper-
ations. On a practical level, it demonstrates your ability 
to meet your customers’ needs. A company focusing on 

its customers is estimated to be up to 60% more prof-
itable than those that do not. An effective management 
system looks at managing and optimizing time, risks, 
and money, improving performance and transparency, 
fueling a culture of continual improvement. 

Adopting management standards is a fundamental 
part of businesses’ growth strategy. The ISO - Interna-
tional Standardization Organization - is a non-govern-
mental organization that allows companies to establish 
and comply with market rules and customer expecta-
tions. In our case, at Infomedix International, we have 
the ISO 9001:2015 Certification, a model that allows 
us to consistently ensure the improvement of our pro-
cesses and performance, as well as the effectiveness of 
the services offered, customer satisfaction and contin-
uous improvement. Our objective is to add value to our 
processes. Quality has a high strategic content and is 
to comply with what has been established as the basis 
for achieving and maintaining our excellence. Having 
the ISO 9001:2015 Certification allows us to cultivate 
and promote a healthy relationship with our national 
and international clients where satisfaction, respect 
and trust are the main values that govern our business 
relationships. We take it seriously!

b

Baldo Pipitone
CEO Infodent S.r.l.

B baldo.pipitone@infodent.com
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General Physiotherapy Massage 
& Percussion devices
W J.D. Honigberg International

G5® massage and percussion devices 
combine oscillation and percussion for 
an effective deep tissue massage. Over 
250,000 G5® devices are used worldwide 
by professional therapists in respiratory 
therapy, physical therapy, chiropractic care, 
sports medicine, and spa treatments. G5® 
durable machines often last up to 40 years.

G5® massage therapy machines and per-
cussion modalities are the only massagers 
with Directional Stroking®, not vibration. 
Therapists use them to complement their 
“hands on” massage techniques.

The G5® devices apply vibratory waves 
ranging from 15-60 Cycles Per Second ar-
ranged as variable speed settings, which are 
applied by using the gyrating head of the G® 
massage machine along with our range of 
specialized G5® Brand applicators.

The movement of the applicator on 
the body, at variable gyrating speeds and 
power, transfers the vibratory power of the 
massage head to the body, and to its under-
lying tissues (muscles, vessels, body fluids, 
connective tissues).

F  www.g-5.com
B  medical@jdhintl.com

S Visit us at Arab Health 2025
    Booth H1-E55

J Smart Medical Fair
    www.smartmedicalfair.com/stand/h4p1b7z2392 
    www.smartmedicalfair.com/stand/h6p1b7z2396

Find brand-new products 
and boost your business

ARE YOU A 
distributor?

HOW?
www.infodent.com
infomedix@infomedix.it
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OPERA Revolution - New RF Remote 
Controlled Table
W General Medical Merate

Opera Revolution is the result of techno-
logical and ergonomic innovation and it is 
the newest addition to the Opera systems 
family, best-seller among remote controlled 
tables. Accessibility for the operator and 
for the patient is facilitated thanks to the 
new elevation system, which reduces the 
distance from the floor. This ensures easy 
and safe access also to elderly patients or 
patients with reduced mobility.

Through a user-friendly interface and 
fast workflow, the imaging system of the 
Opera Revolution offers a fully-integrated 
solution for high image quality with mini-
mal dose. This makes the Opera Revolution 
a guarantee for complete functionality and 

excellent image quality in both specialized 
and routine examinations.

Opera Revolution can also be combined 
with advanced algorithms based on Artifi-
cial Intelligence that help in the detection 
of pulmonary and musculoskeletal patho-
logies, as well as in the input of measure-
ments of the spine, legs and foot in a few 
seconds.

F  www.gmmspa.com
B  info@gmmspa.com

S Visit us at Arab Health 2025
     Booth S1.D59

S Visit us at ECR 2025
     Booth 226

www.gmmspa.com

MAC
Revolution

SYMBOL

OPERA 
Swing 

Evolution

KALOS

CALYPSO F
CALYPSO

CLISIS 
Evolution

OPERA Revolution

OPERA Sharp 
Evolution

MED VET

Viola DBT 
Compact 
Design

Viola DBT
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Giotto Class S - Productivity combining 
innovation and quality in the breast care
W IMS Giotto

Giotto Class S is a versatile system that 
can be be configured for 2D or/ and 3D 
breast tomosynthesis imaging choosing 
between different options, accessories 
and advanced interventional applications 
like high-precision tomo-guided biopsy 
or contrast enhanced spectral mammo-
graphy. 

It features a unique, particularly ergono-
mic design which ensures patient comfort 
and user-friendliness for the operator. 

The C-arm stand enables a wide freedom 
of inclination: it can be tilted downwards 
and upwards to maximize patient comfort 
and breast positioning. 

The system can be equipped with the 
new software application “Tiziano” based 
on AI algorithms for estimating the volu-
metric breast density according to the 5th 
edition of ACR BI-RADS Atlas.

IMS Giotto is a company of GMM Group.

F  www.imsgiotto.com
B  imscomm@imsgiotto.com

S Visit us at Arab Health 2025
     Booth S1.D59

S Visit us at ECR 2025
     Booth 226

Giotto Class
The new dimension in Tomosynthesis 
and Breast Biopsy

IMS Giotto S.p.A.
www.imsgiotto.com

imscomm@imsgiotto.com

Design  
Technology 
 Ergonomy
Never seen.
ALL-IN-ONE-SYSTEM 

TOMOSYNTHESIS 

 SYNTHETIC VIEW 

2D MAMMOGRAPHY   

TOMO-BIOPSY in PRONE 
or UPRIGHT POSITION

DUAL-ENERGY
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Ideas, Manufacture, Products
W Arcom International

ARCOM INTERNATIONAL is an experien-
ced Milano-based company specialized in 
planning and producing medical devices for 
both human and veterinary diagnostics.

The wide range of Arcom International 
stretchers includes several different mo-
dels: fixed height or battery-operated hei-
ght adjustment with radiotransparent fixed 
table top or even with 4-way floating table 
top, meeting all the requirements for what 
concerns safety, versatility and solidity, whi-
chever the field of application may be.

Featuring a modern and functional de-
sign, our stretchers are easy to move, 
comfortable and sturdy and they can be ac-
cessorized with different supports for flat 
panel detector or cassette holder to get the 
maximum flexibility in all radiographic exa-
minations.

The carbon fiber table top version assu-
res high radio transparency to help reduce 
the dose absorbed by the patient.

F  www.arcomonline.com
B  info@arcomonline.com

Premium Low Dose C-arm: EXTRON
W DRTECH

Introducing EXTRON (MDR Certified) by 
DRTECH, the cutting edge ‘TruDigital’ flat 
panel C-arm solution. The ‘TruDigital’ pla-
tform ensures superior image quality at low 
dose ensuring increased radiation safety 
for both patients and medical professionals. 
It offers various user convenience features 
that improve the efficiency of any C-arm 
operating environment. EXTRON stands 
out for its unparalleled low dose capabili-
ties, delivering pristine, noise free images 
with significantly reduced radiation exposu-
re compared to traditional C-arms. With 10 
dose mode to choose from, users have the 
flexibility for dose control. Equipped with 
43” monitor and a 350-degree free moving 
arm along with a user-friendly 10.5” touch 
monitor OP console, EXTRON facilitates 
easy image viewing from any angle and ef-
fortless device operation. Standard featu-
res include a dual axis green laser for digital 
position and dose condition recording, ma-
king EXTRON the perfect choice for stre-
amlined, high performance C-arm imaging.

F  www.drtech.com
B  marketing@drtech.com
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Endoscope CCD’ Camera Repair Innovation
W Innovative Endoscopy Components, LLC

In an effort, to make a better and more 
functional product to serve the requests 
of our loyal customers, IEC has developed 
a new design for our small diameter endo-
scope CCD’ repairs. This new design signi-
ficantly reduces the diameter of the wire 
harness creating more room for other par-
ts. It gives the endoscope CCD’ the ability 
to angulate and move with less stress on 
the camera than ever before. We offer this 
service to endoscope repair companies 
and dealers worldwide.

Please contact us: Innovative Endo-
scopy Components, LLC: 320 International 
Parkway, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33325, USA 

Tel: +1 954-217-8780, 
Fax: +1 954-217-8781

F  www.lECendoscopy.com
B  info@endoscopy.md

J Smart Medical Fair
    www.smartmedicalfair.com/stand/h4p3b1z1553

leading-edge R/F system

REDEFINEDsuperior performance - operational flexibility
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C100 XT 1800 kJ/2400 kHU
W IAE

The new technology applied to the 
C100XT housing allows full power ope-
ration with none of the traditional water 
cooling system’s consumption costs and, 
therefore, none of the problems related to 
system engineering.

Remote heat exchanger, hoses for oil cir-
culation and water cooling circuits are no 
longer needed.

Its innovative air cooling system reaches 
1000 W dissipation thanks to the specially 
designed finning that allows the maximum 
loads of work with no pauses.

The fans function only when the oil tem-
perature reaches the predefined level.

With normal working load the noise is 
minimum and the benefit both for the pa-
tients and the operators is remarkable.

This housing is ideal for angiographic ap-
plications, cardiac diagnostic, cath-lab and 
can be installed on high level remote con-
trol tables, also in case of field retrofit.

F  www.iae.it
B  iaexray@iae.it

Villa unveils new CHRONOS
W Villa Sistemi Medicali

Chronos is Villa’s all-new multifunctio-
nal R/F system with superior performance, 
offering the broadest diagnostic and appli-
cation capabilities, fast and precise positio-
ning, and a wide range of movements for 
accurate imaging that improves workflow 
efficiency. 

Its compact design, featuring a tilting 
movement, ensures maximum space op-
timization and easier installation, with all 
components seamlessly integrated into the 
equipment structure, enhancing reliability 
and reducing installation time.

The breakthrough feature of the system 
is the ability to expose the X-ray tube and 
flat panel detector beyond the tabletop, 
enabling all types of direct examinations, 
even for polytrauma patients on stretchers, 
expanding diagnostic capabilities.

The advanced Chronos collimator, with 
control joysticks and touch screen, simpli-
fies movements, while the 3D camera and AI 
software recognize body type, positioning, 
chest distance and depth to optimize the 
examination process.

Chronos is a comprehensive R/F imaging 
solution, equipped with intelligent positio-
ning and user-friendly controls, designed to 
enable healthcare professionals to deliver 
optimal diagnoses.

F  www.villasm.com
B  vsminfo@villasm.com

S Visit us at Arab Health 2025
     Booth S1.E43
S Visit us at ECR 2025
     Booth X3-308
J Smart Medical Fair
    www.smartmedicalfair.com/stand/h4p1b1z1241 

YOUR RELIABLE PARTNER
IN X-RAY SYSTEMS

iaexray@iae.it
www.iae.it

Mr Grégory Corpita
91170 Viry Chatillon/France

gregory.corpita@iae.it 

Mr Gabriel Kertesz 
4537 Verlaine/Belgium

kertega@iae.it 

Mrs Sabine Fichtler 
40699 Erkrath/Germany
sabine.fichtler@iae.it  

Mr Jack Kang/Murisys  
Incheon 407-728 Korea  

jack@murisys.com

Mr  K.Y. Cheung/Star United 
Royal Ascot, Shatin, Hong Kong 
kycheung2005@yahoo.com.hk

Mr Claudio Molinari/TRADE AND SMR
Santa Marta (Colombia)
director@tradeand.com

Mr David Hurlock/X-Ray America, LLC  
Charleston,  SC - U.S.A.

david@x-rayamerica.com

Mr Ricardo Delmonte/BIO RED-CIENCIA BIOMEDICA
 Buenos Aires-Argentina   

info@grupobiored.com.ar 

Mr Berat Tok/VenRay 
Istanbul - Turkey  

berattok@venraytr.com

IAE GLOBAL SALES CONTACTS

S Visit us at Arab Health 2025
     Booth S1.H52
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medical community business worldwide



State intervention in 
energy sector and public 
infrastructure projects, 
challenges from income 
inequality, corruption, and 
cartel-based violence

Federal presidential 
representative and democratic 
republic, governed by the 
Constitution of 1917 Mexico, officially named 

the United Mexican States, 
has 31 federal entities and 

the capital Mexico City, 
as separate entity, not 

formally a state, seat of 
federal government

11th most populous country in 
the world, with over 128.5 million 
residents, 77% living in urban areas

Approximately 15 
million people identify 
as Indigenous (12% of 

total pop.), speaking 
68 languages and living 
often in small, isolated 

communities

Upper middle-income 
economy, with one of the 
highest per capita incomes in 
Latin America, second largest 
economy in Latin America

Highly integrated with the 
U.S. via trade and nearshore 

manufacturing, low 
unemployment, inflation 

gradually decreasing
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Mexican 
Healthcare, 
a System of 
Contrasts

Although committing to a universal health care system, the necessary 
resources have not yet been made available, and a wholesale reform of 
the system remains pending.

Silvia Borriello
Editorial Director
silvia.borriello@infodent.com

11' 
Reading time

As the second most populated country (after Bra-
zil) in Latin America and the Caribbean, Mexico has 
one of the largest healthcare markets in the Americas 
and, in a country as economically unequal as Mexico, 
where 40% of wealth is held by 1% of the population, 
effective public healthcare can help act as an equalizer, 
bridging the gap in access to basic services, including 
those guaranteed by the Mexican constitution. In fact, 

since the Mexican Social Security Institute (IMSS) was 
established in 1943, the Mexican public healthcare sys-
tem has evolved and expanded to incorporate more 
members of the population and provide coverage for 
wide a range of services from disease screening and 
prevention to the treatment of catastrophic diseases 
and conditions. 

fo
cu

s
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Current healthcare spending 90.6 bn USD

Healthcare expenditure as share of GDP (average) 5.4-5.5%

Government’s health expenditure per capita, per year 1,181 USD

Per capita out-of-pocket spending on health, per year 522 USD

Note: Healthcare spending is the final consumption of health care goods and 
services including personal health care and collective services.

Despite its public healthcare is used 
by most Mexican residents, the private 
healthcare sector has grown considerably 
and is driven by increasing disposable 
income, the growth of medical tourism, 
and a demand for higher quality 
healthcare services. 

"Mexican healthcare system is character-
ized by the coexistence and overlapping of 
various private and public health schemes. 
The public sector covers most of the pop-
ulation and is divided into two main cat-
egories: (i) while contributors to social 
security are cared for by different insti-
tutions according to the type of organi-
zation they work for, (ii) the government 
offers basic medical services in local 
clinics to anyone who is not inscribed in 
a particular health program. Overall, Mex-
ican healthcare system is considered of 
good standards, affordable and especially 
large cities have excellent hospitals and 
clinics, staffed by highly trained and often 
English-speaking doctors. Many Mexican 
doctors go to medical school or do extra 
training in the United States or Europe and 
many still perform house visits, a rarity in 
modern medicine. However, there is still a 
high number of people who cannot afford 
more than the most basic care. As well, the 
Mexican government has one of the low-
est per capita healthcare expenditures of 
all OECD countries and, despite its public 
healthcare is used by most Mexican resi-
dents, the private healthcare sector has 
grown considerably and is driven by in-
creasing disposable income, the growth of 
medical tourism, and a demand for higher 
quality healthcare services. 

tem is thus segmented across diverse public 
and private payers and providers consisting 
of three main components operating in par-
allel: 1) employment based social insurance 
schemes, 2) public assistance services for 
the uninsured supported by a financial pro-
tection scheme, and 3) a private sector that 
includes hospitals, clinics, service providers, 
insurers, and pharmaceutical and medical 
device manufacturers and distributors. The 
social insurance schemes are managed by 
highly centralized national institutions while 
coverage for the uninsured is operated by 
both state and federal authorities and pro-
viders. 

In most cases, social insurance institutions 
own their health infrastructure and hire sal-
aried employees, who are mostly unionized 
through institutional trade unions. These 
institutions deliver a wide range of promo-
tional, preventive, curative and rehabilitation 
services, with few exceptions (for example, 
cosmetic surgery and prosthesis), but there 
are no defined benefit packages, which vary 
across the coverage schemes. The largest 
social insurance institution – the Mexican So-
cial Insurance Institute (IMSS) – is governed 
by a corporatist arrangement, which reflects 
the political realities of the 1940s rather than 
the needs of the 21st century. 

The over 96,000,000 Mexicans access-
ing public healthcare receive medical atten-
tion through 5 different avenues. 

a) According to INEGI (the National Sta-
tistics Bureau), over 51% of public health 
coverage comes from IMSS, the Instituto 
Mexicano del Seguro Social (Mexican So-
cial Security Institute), the system which 
covers formal employees working in the 
private sector as well as retirees, the 
families of all people covered, and a small 
proportion of people with other forms of 
employment. The IMSS program is a tripar-
tite system funded equally by the employ-
ee, the private employer, and the federal 
government and currently covers around 
68,659,149 people, according to IMSS. Fur-
ther, within IMSS there exists the IMSS-Op-
portunidades, a program established out 
of the Program to Combat Poverty, which 
is specifically targeted towards aiding the 
poorest individuals in the country in both 
the health and educational fields. This pro-
gram is completely funded by the govern-
ment. 

b) The Instituto de Seguridad y Servici-
os Sociales de los Trabajadores del Estado 
(ISSSTE), Institute for Social Security and 
Services for State Workers, attends to the 
health and social care needs of govern-
ment employees at the local, state, and 
federal levels (as well as their spouses, and 
underage children), from public officials to 
public school teachers and police officers. 
Over 13 million people are covered by the 
ISSSTE. 

Public Healthcare Delivery
Mexico’s public healthcare has a complex 

and elaborate provisioning and delivery sys-
tem. Public care is provided to all Mexican 
citizens, as guaranteed by Article 4 of the 
Constitution and is fully or partially subsi-
dized by the federal government. Coverage 
eligibility stems from employment sta-
tus, and the delivery system depends on 
whether a beneficiary works in the public 
or private sector, and whether their em-
ployment is formal or informal. The sys-

14 Infomedix International |  01 /  2025
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c) PEMEX, the State-owned petroleum 
company, covers its roughly 750,000 em-
ployees and family members health services 
through a separate institution. 

d) The Ministry of National Defense 
(SEDENA) and the Secretariat of the Navy 
(SEMAR) offer medical attention to service 
members and their families through the 
Social Security Institute for the Mexican 
Armed Forces (ISSFAM), which roughly 
covers 870,000 people. 

e) An additional public healthcare insur-
ance program, called Seguro Popular, was 

created in 2003 to subsidize individuals not 
covered by other programs (informal em-
ployment, self-employed, unemployed or 
those out of the labor force). The program 
originated in a 1983 amendment to Article 
4 of the Constitution that read “every per-
son has the right to health protection,” but 
which for two decades the government 
struggled to realize. The system behind 
Seguro Popular slowly took shape as ev-
idence accumulated about the economic 
and medical hardship of the uninsured, 
who made up nearly half the country. 
It was an important affirmation of the 
principle that social protections should 

be expanded to all Mexicans, regardless 
of their work status, and not just those 
with formal employment. By 2018, Seguro 
Popular covered 42% of the population, 
however, while coverage for catastrophic 
diseases and conditions was effective, gen-
erating massive improvements in health 
outcomes, the program was managed at 
state level and, because of its decentral-
ized nature, was closed in June 2020 as 
susceptible to corruption, and parts of 
the system were dismantled. In 2020, the 
Institute of Health for Welfare (Insabi 
-Instituto de Salud para el Bienestar) was 
created to replace Seguro Popular. Under 
this system, public healthcare would be 
recentralized, and operated by both the 
Federal, and state governments. Transition 
to Insabi sought to address medication 
scarcity and expand access to healthcare, 
but its inability to do so has led to its elim-
ination in 2022 and to the transition into 
IMSS-Bienestar (Instituto Mexicano de 
Seguro Social y Bienestar), an ambitious 
endeavor meant to assume a crucial role 
in reshaping Mexico’s healthcare system, 
by providing healthcare services especially 
to underserved areas and vulnerable pop-
ulations. The IMSS-Bienestar program, 
initially founded in 1973 to offer health-
care services to the most vulnerable and 
marginalized communities, many with no 
taxpaying capabilities, may offer Mexico 
the opportunity for significant improve-
ment. It currently covers over 13 million 
people and will allegedly continue to grow 
through agreements between the states 
and the federal government. Since Seguro 

26.1%

21.5%
19.2%

15.9%

7%

6.2%

1.9%
1.6%

0.6%
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Public healthcare units (2019) of which: 22,831

Hospitals (124 highly specialized and 3,114 accredited 
private hospitals) 4,629

No. of medical schools 103

Mexico OECD recommended

No. of Doctors, 2021 324,292 

No. of General Medical Practitioners 115,004

No. of Specialists Medical Practitioners 209,288

No. of doctors per 100,000 people 2.5 3.2

No. of nursing and midwife personnel 378,974

No. of nurses per 100,000 people 2.9 8.8

Hospital bed density 1 beds/1,000 
population

Source: WHO – Global Health Workforce Statistics Database/ www.cia.gov

16 Infomedix International |  01 /  2025
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The system behind Seguro Popular slowly 
took shape as evidence accumulated about 
the economic and medical hardship of the 
uninsured, who made up nearly half the 
country. It was an important affirmation 
of the principle that social protections 
should be expanded to all Mexicans, 
regardless of their work status, and not 
just those with formal employment. 

"
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Popular closure, however, the percentage 
of the population covered declined sharp-
ly (by 16.8% between 2018 and 2020) and 
improvements in key indicators such as 
maternal mortality seem to have reversed. 
Patients are waiting longer to see doctors, 
paying more out of pocket, and encoun-
tering medicines shortages. Funding for 
certain types of specialized care, such as 
childhood cancers, has also fallen. 

Mexico’s private health subsystem, a 
significant component of the country’s 
healthcare system, is large and growing, as 
a response to the limitations of the public 
sector within the context of an increasingly 
competitive economy and an ageing popu-
lation. Underfunding and inefficiency have 
led to government health service short-
ages, providing the private sector with an 
opportunity for their fulfilment. Up to 45% 
of total outpatient consultations and 19.5% 
of hospital care is supplied by private provid-

ers. Public health care services are preferred 
for the more costly care while the private 
sector is often the first choice of care for 
minor conditions as well as for continued 
care among the wealthy, particularly those 
covered by private health insurance. Private 
providers are also the main source of care 
for the uninsured. Among the patients cov-
ered by social insurance institutions, up to 
32% of outpatient care and 14.1% of hospital 
care is provided by private providers. In the 
case of the non-insured, up to 33% of total 
outpatient consultations and 14.8% of hospi-
tal care is supplied by private providers. 

The private hospital sector offers medical 
services to individuals who seek premium 
healthcare outside of the public healthcare 
system, willing to pay for higher quality fa-
cilities, faster access to medical treatments, 
and a wider range of specialized services. 
The Mexican private hospital sector has seen 
steady growth due to increasing demand 
from middle and high-income individuals 

who desire more personalized and efficient 
healthcare services, as well as from medical 
tourists attracted to the country’s relatively 
lower costs for certain medical procedures.

Health Challenges 
National health spending has grown in 

recent years (averaging 5.4% of GDP) but is 
lower than the Latin America and Caribbean 
average (7.4%) and considerably lower than 
the OECD average (8.8%). Public spending 
accounts for 58% of total financing, with 
private contributions being mostly com-
prised of out-of-pocket spending. The pri-
vate sector, while regulated by the govern-
ment, mostly operates independently. 

Health challenges are not only limited to 
resources and services, the system faces 
challenges with obesity, diabetes and other 
chronic diseases, violence, as well as with 
health inequity, despite the efforts put for-
ward by authorities to diminish inequalities. 
Recognizing the inequities in access, creat-
ed by its segmented structure, both civil so-
ciety and government are calling for greater 
integration of service delivery across public 
institutions, although no consensus yet ex-
ists as to how to bring this about. Further-
more, although efforts have been made to 
encourage citizens to follow healthier hab-
its, it will still take large structural efforts 
from local authorities to create a more pre-
ventive culture among the Mexican popula-
tion.

As revealed by the 2020 census, 70.9% 
of Mexicans are covered by public health-
care. While this represents significant cov-
erage increases since the 1990s (partially 
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Transition to Insabi sought to address 
medication scarcity and expand access to 
healthcare, but its inability to do so has 
led to its elimination in 2022 and to the 
transition into IMSS-Bienestar (Instituto 
Mexicano de Seguro Social y Bienestar), 
an ambitious endeavor meant to assume 
a crucial role in reshaping Mexico’s 
healthcare system, by providing healthcare 
services especially to underserved areas 
and vulnerable populations. 

"

spurred by Seguro Popular), entitlement 
to coverage does not always account for 
the quality or availability of medical atten-
tion, which often pushes people into the 
private healthcare sector, and leaves the 
most vulnerable populations with no ac-
cess at all. Private sector services serve 
approximately 25-30% of the Mexican pop-
ulation (this includes the overlap between 
the two systems) and are in high demand 
given insufficient resources among most 
public institutions and the lack of voice 
by the insured to ensure the fulfilment of 
entitlements. Currently, 2.3% of the popu-
lation is insured through the private med-
ical and accident insurance while over 32 
million Mexicans (26.5%) have no access to 
any form of healthcare. 

Changes in government policies, the 
creation of new healthcare programs, the 
overhaul of the medication purchase plan, 
and the COVID-19 pandemic, have further 
exacerbated the lack of access to health-
care since 2018. During the pandemic, the 
country had among the highest levels of 
excess mortality of any country.  Many of 
the challenges facing Mexican health care 
date back in time and administrations. For 
example, Mexico faces an acute shortage 
of medical professionals. While the Mexi-
can government has proposed the hiring 
of Cuban doctors and the establishment of 

the National Recruitment and Hiring Ses-
sion for Specialized Physicians to hire 13,765 
doctors, especially for rural and marginal-
ized areas, factors such as corruption, lack 
of security for doctors, and inefficient sys-
tems have not yet been addressed.

In a drive to reduce costs and improve 
healthcare outcomes, there has been a 
trend towards outsourcing specialized 
procedures and care. For instance, most 
dialysis services in Mexico are provided by 
private sector companies under contract 
to public healthcare agencies. Many public 
and private hospitals outsource surgical 
procedures to companies that offer inte-
gral surgery services or surgery centers. 
Thus, hospitals have been able to avoid big 

capital investments in plants and equip-
ment, materials, pharmaceuticals, and in-
struments, while gaining access to some 
of the most modern specialized surgical 
procedures.

Mexico has a well-established regulatory 
framework and a robust healthcare system, 
providing a favorable environment for com-
panies to operate. The country’s proximity 
to the US also offers advantageous market 
access to North America. Nevertheless, 
approval processes and bureaucratic pro-
cedures are burdensome, causing lengthy 
waits for registration and authorization 
of pharmaceuticals and medical devices. 
It has a thriving pharmaceutical industry 
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that produces a wide range of generic and 
branded medications. With a large popula-
tion and increasing healthcare needs, the 
demand for pharmaceutical products and 
services is continuously expanding. 

The country’s public health system recent-
ly underwent a series of changes in the pro-
curement system and distribution structure. 
Access to medicines has steadily worsened 
since 2018. While the IMSS (Mexican Social 
Security Institute) was historically in charge of 
purchasing medications and other health-re-
lated products, in response to alleged cor-
ruption in 2019, this responsibility was trans-
ferred to the Ministry of Finance and Public 
Credit. This Ministry lacked experience and 
was unable to effectively put together a pur-
chase plan. This role was subsequently trans-
ferred first to INSABI and then UNOPS, a UN 
agency (July 2020) and then to the authority 
of the Mexican Institute of Social Security 
and Welfare (IMSS Bienestar). The process 
faced difficulties, and this repeated trans-
fer of responsibility has created uncertainty 

Among Main Sources:
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Share of Vulnerable Population Due to Lack of Access 
to Health Services in Mexico 
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in the procurement process for medicines 
and medical devices. The scarcity of pub-
licly provided medication directly increased 
out-of-pocket medical expenses by 40% be-
tween 2018 and 2020. Additionally, during 
this period the number of people suffering 
from some form of healthcare deprivation 
increased, with vulnerable populations being 
the most affected, amounting to more than 
one third of the country’s population in 2022 
(in that year, it was estimated that 39.1% of the 
Mexican population suffered vulnerabilities, 
from 15.5% in 2016). The COVID-19 pandemic 
reduced access to healthcare as public health-
care usage fell by 11.3% between 2018-2020 
and at least 7 out of every 10 Mexicans were 
forced to rely on private healthcare for their 
needs. 

For anything applied to entering the 
country, whether a device, instrument, or 
pharmaceutical, sanitary registration is-
sued by COFEPRIS is mandatory. However, 
COFEPRIS, the Federal Commission for Pro-

tection against Health Risks (Comisión Fed-
eral para la Protección contra Riesgos San-
itarios), is undergoing major restructuring 
due to alleged corruption concerns, which 
has caused a significant backlog of regis-
trations, import permits, and Good Man-
ufacturing Practices (GMP) certifications. 
Part of COFEPRIS’ transformation strategy 
includes plans to digitalize its procedures 
and go paperless by 2030. In the meantime, 
companies continue to struggle with de-
layed response times. COFEPRIS regulates 
approximately 14% of Mexico’s economy, 
including industries such as food and bever-
ages, health supplies, pharmaceutical drugs, 
health services, organ transplants, cos-
metics, pesticides, plant nutrients, natural 
emergencies, occupational health, and en-
vironmental risks. It is estimated that COFE-
PRIS regulates 45 cents of every peso spent 
by Mexican households, primarily goods 
that fall into the following main categories: 
food and beverages, health care, personal 
care, and tobacco.
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European Antibiotic 
Awareness Day 2024

Data published by the Europe-
an Center for Disease and Control in 
connection with European Antibiotic 
Awareness Day, on Novembre 18, shows 
that, despite improvement in some ar-
eas, the EU is lapsing in progress to-
wards its 2030 antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR) targets. 

While some Member States have 
made great progress towards their 
recommended AMR targets, or even in 
some instances have already reached 
the recommended targets, the over-
all picture shows that more specific, 
intensified interventions are urgently 
needed across the EU. 

•	 Each year, over 35,000 people in the 
European Union (EU), Iceland and Nor-
way, die from infections resistant to 
antimicrobials – a number that has in-
creased in recent years. The mortality 
caused by these infections is compa-
rable to that of influenza, tuberculosis 
and HIV/AIDS combined.*

•	 Each year, 4.3 million patients in the 
European Union/European Econom-
ic Area (EU/EEA) acquire at least one 
healthcare-associated infection dur-
ing their stay in a hospital and many of 
these infections are resistant to antimi-
crobials.**

•	 On any given day, about 7%, or 1 in 14 
patients in hospitals in the EU/EEA have 
at least one healthcare-associated in-
fection.

•	 1 in 3 microorganisms detected in 
healthcare-associated infections are 
bacteria resistant to important antibi-
otics, thus limiting options for treating 
infected patients.

Between 2019 and 2023, antibiotic con-
sumption in the EU increased by 1%, mov-
ing further away from the 2030 target of 
a 20% reduction recommended by the 
Council of the European Union. Although 
during the same period there have been 
significant reductions in methicillin-resist-
ant Staphylococcus aureus bloodstream 
infections, the situation in other criti-
cal areas, such as carbapenem-resistant 
Klebsiella pneumoniae bloodstream in-
fections, has worsened, with an increase 
in incidence by almost 60% between 
2019 and 2023. This represents a growing 
threat to patients in hospitals across the 
EU, particularly since very few therapeutic 
options remain available to treat patients 
infected with carbapenem-resistant K. 
pneumoniae.

 “Reaching the EU targets by 2030 
requires a united, urgent response 
across the EU to prevent AMR from un-
dermining healthcare. This response is 
key to protecting patients and sustain-
ing the effectiveness of antibiotics for 
future generations.”  says Dr Pamela 
Rendi-Wagner, ECDC Director. 

To turn the tide in the fight against AMR 
(Antimicrobial Resistance), the European 
Center for Disease and Control (ECDC) 
is calling for accelerated efforts in three 
main areas: infection prevention and con-
trol, prudent use of antimicrobials, and 
the development of and access to novel 
antimicrobials. 

Healthcare-associated infections ac-
count for 70% of the AMR-related health 
burden in the EU. This is why hospitals 
must prioritise basic, yet critical measures 

for infection prevention and control, such 
as:
•	 improving hand hygiene and giving easy 

access to alcohol-based solutions for 
hand disinfection, 

•	 increasing screening for the carriage of 
resistant bacteria to curb the growing 
trend in carbapenem-resistant Klebsiel-
la pneumoniae,

•	 increasing the capacity to isolate posi-
tive patients by making sure that there 
are enough single rooms, 

•	 increasing the number of dedicated 
infection prevention and control staff 
and relevant training.
The community sector accounts for 

90% of total antibiotic use in humans. 
Reducing the use of antibiotics requires 
more information and public awareness 
campaigns, complemented by social and 
behavioural interventions to prevent their 
unnecessary use.

ECDC continues to promote the de-
velopment of and access to novel anti-
microbials, and alternatives to antimicro-
bials, that are both effective and safe for 
humans. Antimicrobials of this type are 
essential for treating patients with infec-
tions that are resistant to last-line antibi-
otics such as carbapenems. 

In the absence of stronger and swifter 
public health action, it is unlikely that the 
EU will reach all its targets by 2030. The 
consequence will be an increased number 
of infections with antimicrobial-resist-
ant bacteria that will be more difficult to 
treat, leading to increasing challenges for 
patients and larger numbers of AMR-relat-
ed deaths.

ECDC is committed to supporting 
Member States in achieving their 2030 
AMR targets and has a range of measures 
to help them address specific gaps and 
strengthen national capabilities. These 
include individual AMR country visits and 
regular Public Health Emergency Prepar-
edness Assessments for all EU/EEA coun-
tries, with antimicrobial resistance and 
healthcare-associated infections as key 
focus areas.

b

Source: The European Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control (An agency of the European Unione)

www.ecdc.europa.eu 

Notes:
*35 000 annual deaths from antimicrobial resistance 

in the EU/EEA
**Point prevalence survey of healthcare-associated 

infections and antimicrobial use in European acute care 
hospitals – 2022-2023
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Key Considerations 
for Entering China’s 
Healthcare Market

China’s healthcare market is continuously growing 
and dynamic, making it one of the most attractive in the 
world. However, the market is heavily regulated, with 
high compliance requirements and strong competition.

For foreign investors to successfully enter this market, 
it is crucial to understand the relevant industry policies 
and compliance requirements and develop a well-tai-
lored strategy.

In this article, we outline some key considerations for 
entering China’s healthcare market and summarize criti-
cal success factors.

Is China’s healthcare sector open to foreign invest-
ment?

When investing in China’s healthcare market, one of 
the first considerations should be whether the specific 
sector they want to enter allows foreign investment.

Despite China’s continuous liberalization of its health-
care industry to allow foreign participation by removing 
items from the Special Administrative Measures (Neg-
ative List) for Foreign Investment Access (hereafter 
referred to as the “FI Negative List”) and adding items 
to the Catalogue of Encouraged Industries for Foreign 
Investment (hereafter referred to as the “FI Encouraged 
Catalogue”), there are still certain sectors that remain 
off-limits or restricted to foreign investment.

Medical institutions

Foreign investment in medical institutions is restrict-
ed to joint venture structures and cooperation with Chi-
nese companies, unless where special approval has been 
granted. An exemption exists for Hong Kong entities and 
eligible Hong Kong Service Suppliers, who are eligible to 
establish wholly foreign-owned medical institutions if 
they meet the requisite conditions under the Mainland 
and Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership Arrange-
ment (CEPA). Additionally, in 2014, wholly foreign-owned 
hospitals were once allowed in seven cities including Bei-
jing, Tianjin, Shanghai, Jiangsu, Fujian, Guangdong, and 
Hainan on a pilot basis.

Find Business Support
 
Sino-foreign joint venture hospitals must comply with 

the Interim Measures on the Administration of Sino-For-
eign Joint Venture and Cooperative Medical Institutions, 
which stipulate that foreign investors’ shareholding ratio 
or equity in the joint venture shall not exceed 70 percent. 
The total investment must be at least RMB 20 million 
(Approx. US$2.9 million), and the joint venture’s opera-
tion term cannot exceed 20 years.

In practice, some foreign investors have managed to 
break through these restrictions on foreign ownership 

ratio or even gain complete control over domestic med-
ical institutions through historical investment, domestic 
reinvestment, VIE arrangement, or custody agreement. 
However, they may face obstacles when changing or re-
newing their operational qualifications, such as the Prac-
ticing License of Medical Institutions. Furthermore, in 
the case of subsequent shareholding changes, regulatory 
authorities may review the actual foreign shareholding 
ratio based on the “look-through approach” (
, meaning tracing to the ultimate shareholder by looking 
through the multiple layers of shareholding structure 
based on the current effective law at that time), which 
may require foreign investors to reduce their ownership. 
Therefore, foreign investors should exercise caution 
when planning their investment structure.

Entering China’s healthcare market 
presents an alluring opportunity for 
global investors, but it is highly regulated 
and fiercely competitive. To achieve 
success, businesses must skillfully 
navigate the evolving regulatory and 
compliance landscape, strategically plan 
their approach, and remain proactive and 
adaptable to maintain their competitive 
advantage and respond effectively to 
market trends.

"
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Human stem cells and genetic technology

Another healthcare sector that is restricted to foreign 
investment is human stem cell and genetic technology. 
According to the latest FI Negative List, foreign investors 
are currently not allowed to directly invest in the devel-
opment and application of human stem cells and gene 
diagnosis and treatment technologies.

However, foreign investors are encouraged to invest in 
the manufacturing of high-throughput gene sequencing 
systems, according to the latest FI Encouraged Catalogue. 
Foreign investors are also generally not restricted from 
engaging in the import and export, production, sales, and 
research and development of genetic testing equipment.

On the other hand, in accordance with the Regulations 
of the People’s Republic of China on the Administration 
of Human Genetic Resources, foreign investors can co-
operate with domestic institutions in scientific research 
related to stem cell and/or genetic diagnosis and treat-
ment, provided that certain requirements are met, and 
regulatory approvals are obtained. They can also grant 
licenses to domestic institutions for the technological 
development and sale of genetic diagnostics and/or stem 
cell products owned by them.

Although there are established pathways for foreign 
investment in the sector, foreign investors may still en-
counter challenges. For instance, it can be challenging to 
clearly distinguish between the development of genetic 
testing equipment and the research and development 
of genetic testing technology in practice. Consequent-
ly, some activities of genetic testing equipment research 
and development enterprises may be classified as the 
application of genetic diagnosis and treatment technolo-
gy, thereby prohibiting foreign investment. To avoid such 
complications, foreign investors are advised to commu-
nicate with relevant authorities in advance.

Traditional Chinese medicine

Foreign investors are prohibited from investing in the 
application of steaming, frying, moxibustion, calcination, 
and other processing techniques of traditional Chinese 
medicine (TCM) decoction pieces, as well as the produc-
tion of confidential prescription products of proprietary 
Chinese medicines. However, such restrictions do not 
exist in China’s 21 free trade zones.

Beyond these three sectors – medical institutions, hu-
man stem cell and genetic diagnosis and treatment tech-
nology, and TCM – other healthcare sectors are mostly 
open to foreign investment in China.

In fact, foreign investment is actively encouraged in 
many healthcare areas, such as the manufacturing of 
new compound drugs or drugs with active ingredients, 
researching and developing (R&D) and manufacturing of 
cell therapy drugs (excluding areas where foreign invest-
ment is prohibited), manufacturing of dental implant sys-
tems for implant repair in patients with bone loss, post-
partum maternal and child services in maternity centers, 
and rehabilitation institutes for autistic children, to name 
a few. Foreign investors with expertise and a strong pres-
ence in a particular area should confirm whether their 
business falls within these encouraged sectors to benefit 
from corresponding investment facilitations and receive 
preferential land and tax incentives.

Approval and licensing
Find Business Support

 
The healthcare sector has always been subject to 

stringent regulations as the quality of medical services 

and healthcare products directly impact the safety and 
well-being of individuals. Recent efforts have been made 
to simplify and streamline administrative procedures 
in the healthcare industry, as part of medical reforms 
aimed at encouraging social capital, including foreign 
investment, to participate in providing diversified health-
care services. However, relevant market players still need 
to obtain various qualifications and fulfill registration 
and approval procedures to demonstrate their technical 
capabilities and ensure compliance with regulations.

Pharmaceutical approval and licensing

In the pharmaceutical area, depending on their specif-
ic business scope and business type, different certifica-
tions and qualifications are required:
•	 For businesses engaging in pharmaceutical R&D, 

they will need to obtain a Good Laboratory Prac-
tices for Nonclinical Drug Research (GLP) certifi-
cate issued by the National Medical Products Ad-
ministration (NMPA) for doing preclinical trial; a 
record-filing with local health bureau for the use of 
pathogenic microbiology and an approval from 
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Strong international visitor attendance at MEDICA 2024 and COMPAMED 2024 (© Messe Düsseldorf ).

local department of science and technology for use of 
experimental animals in laboratories; a Radiation 
Safety Permit from local environmental protection 
bureau if the drug R&D process involving radiative 
materials; and import-export related licensing and 
approvals if the drug R&D involves in imported raw 
materials.

•	 For businesses engaging in pharmaceutical manu-
facturing, they will need to apply for a Drug Man-
ufacturing License from provincial NMPA and then 
comply with the Good Manufacturing Practices 
(GMP) standards. They also need to obtain a Work 
Safety License for the production activities, and rel-
evant import-export licenses if needed.

•	 For businesses engaging in drug supplying and trad-
ing, they will need to apply for a Drug Trading License 
and comply with the pharmaceutical Good Supply 
Practice (GSP) standards.

Medical devices approval and licensing

Medical devices in China are subject to classified man-
agement: medical devices are divided into three classes 
based on the level of risk they present to patients or us-
ers. Class I is the lowest risk class and is subject to re-
cord-filing management, which is comparatively easier, 
and Class II and Class III are the higher risk classes and 
are subject to product registration management, which 
involves a longer and more rigorous process.

Upon registration, the business will obtain a Medical 
Device Registration Certificate for relevant Class II and 
Class III medical devices. Also, businesses will need to file 

a record with local NMPAs for trading Class II medical 
devices while they need to obtain an approval for trading 
Class III medical devices.

Approval and licensing of medical institutions

As for setting up medical institutions, foreign inves-
tors will need to obtain an Approval for the Establish-
ment of Medical Institutions and a Practicing License of 
Medical Institutions from local health authorities.

Medical institutions will additionally need to obtain 
multiple licenses based on their business scope, such 
as the license for radiological diagnosis and treatment, 
license for maternal and infant health technical service 
institutions, license for occupational health examina-
tion and diagnosis institutions, and license for purchase 
and use of narcotic drugs and category I psychotropic 
drugs.

However, under the “many-in-one” reform, most 
of these post-establishment licenses, except the Large 
Medical Equipment Configuration License, have been 
integrated into the Practicing License of Medical Institu-
tions. That is to say, upon getting approval for relevant 
applications, the authority in charge will affix relevant 
information on the Practicing License of Medical Institu-
tions, rather than issuing separate licenses.

Foreign investors engaging in relevant sectors are 
suggested to have a thorough understanding of the 
qualification, certificates, and approval requirements in 
advance and consult with experience local agencies to 
estimate the time and cost.
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Two-invoice system

The “two-invoice system” means that during the dis-
tribution process from drug manufacturer to hospital, 
only two value-added tax invoices (or fapiao) may be 
issued. The manufacturer issues a first invoice to the dis-
tributor, while the distributor issues a second invoice to 
the hospital or medical service provider. Unlike the previ-
ous system where drug distribution chains were typically 
comprised of manufacturers and multiple levels of dis-
tributors, the two-invoice system allows only one level 
of commissioned distributor in the procurement chain.

Find Business Support
 
First piloted in selected provinces in 2016, this pro-

gram was expanded nationwide in 2017 and 2018 for drug 
distribution. The two-invoice system has also been ex-
panded to cover certain categories of medical devices 
since 2018, such as the “high-value medical consuma-
bles”.

The “two invoices system” is designed to streamline 
pharmaceutical distribution channels, reduce the cost 
of pharmaceuticals, and prevent corruption. But in prac-
tice, the system has changed the way manufacturers 
(importers), distributors, sales, and compliance teams in 
the pharma industry work from both business and tax 
perspectives.

To ensure compliance and enhance competitiveness 
in this evolving system, relevant businesses must transi-
tion from a hierarchical to a flat structure in the distribu-
tion channels of pharmaceutical products and integrate 
the supply chain. This not only challenges enterprises 
to effectively collaborate and manage upstream and 
downstream business partners but also increases the 
complexity of internal operational management. In light 

of this, enterprises are advised to seek professional as-
sistance in advance and implement appropriate supply 
chain management systems and tools.

Further, under the two-invoice system, pharmaceuti-
cal distributors will face higher financial pressure as they 
have to deal with the long payback period of hospital and 
medical institutions alone, rather than sharing with oth-
er distributors. Companies are advised to make plans for 
cash flow management as early as possible.

In addition, pharmaceutical companies must be mind-
ful of their pricing strategies, as the difference in pricing 
between the hospital purchase price and the manufac-
turer’s (or importer’s) ex-factory price not only affects 
the manufacturer’s (or importer’s) margins but also im-
pacts their VAT payable.

Medical advertising

Medical advertisements have become increasingly im-
portant in boosting the sales of related medical products 
in China, given the highly competitive market and rapid 
growth of the platform economy. However, due to the 
close connection between medical products and servic-
es and consumer health, medical advertising is subject to 
higher compliance requirements and scrutiny compared 
to general advertising.

In April 2021, market supervision administrations across 
the country launched special campaigns to target illegal 
advertising practices in medical treatment, drugs, health 
food, and medical beauty, including unauthorized medical 
advertising, exaggerated claims, and false advertisements.

Furthermore, China has revised several laws and regu-
lations related to medical advertising, such as the Adver-
tisement Law and the Regulations on the Supervision and 
Administration of Medical Devices, which have estab-
lished stricter compliance standards, increased penalties 
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for non-compliance, and thereby increased the costs 
of non-compliance for relevant enterprises.

As crackdowns on illegal medical advertising are likely 
to persist in the near future, it is important for investors 
to consider medical advertising regulations when devel-
oping their overall compliance system. This may include 
implementing qualified professional services, providing 
proper training, establishing a well-developed internal 
control system, and conducting regular compliance au-
dits to avoid potential penalties and reputational harm 
to the business.

Crackdown on corruption in the healthcare sector

Businesses operating in the healthcare industry should 
also pay attention to anti-corruption management, as Chi-
na sees corruption in the medical fields as the one of the 
main factors that undermine the reliability and efficiency 
of the country’s medical system. The government has tak-
en a strong stance against anti-competitive behaviors and 
corruption in the medical field, leading to increased scruti-
ny and low tolerance for such actions.

In August 2020, the Central Supervision Commission 
(CSC) issued a notice emphasizing the importance of 
strict anti-corruption investigations in the medical field. 
In October of the same year, the CSC issued another 
statement calling for the investigation of power-money 
transactions, the establishment of a list of dishonest in-
dividuals, and the cutting off of the benefit chain of med-
ical bribery.

Companies in the healthcare sector are thus at a 
higher risk of being implicated in commercial bribery 
and subject to administrative or even criminal penalties. 
Therefore, it is crucial for relevant enterprises to include 
anti-corruption measures as an essential part of their 
overall compliance system. They should also continuous-
ly monitor the authenticity, rationality, and verifiability 
of their employees’ behavior in subsequent marketing 
processes.

Key takeaways

China’s healthcare sector is highly regulated and com-
petitive and is among the most promising markets in the 
global healthcare sector. To succeed in this market, for-
eign investors must be proactive and agile, planning stra-
tegically, acting quickly, and working diligently.

In addition to the considerations mentioned above, 
foreign investors should stay abreast of the latest pol-
icies, not only those related to the administration and 
compliance of the healthcare sector but also those out-
lining the government’s industry priorities. They should 
adjust their strategy and operations accordingly.

Furthermore, innovation is a key advantage for for-
eign investors, especially those with expertise in a par-
ticular area, but smaller in size. It is wise to capitalize on 
their creativity by customizing their products to meet 
the needs of the Chinese market and addressing existing 
challenges. They should also develop a comprehensive 
intellectual property strategy early on to maintain their 
competitive edge.

Finally, foreign investors who are unfamiliar with the 
Chinese market are advised to partner with local com-
panies and hire professional agencies to facilitate mar-
ket entry and compliance management. However, they 
should conduct due diligence to verify the reliability and 
qualifications of potential local partners and profession-
al agencies.   

b
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a complimentary subscription to China Briefing’s content 
products, please click here.
Dezan Shira & Associates assists foreign investors into 
China and has done so since 1992 through offices in Beijing, 
Tianjin, Dalian, Qingdao, Shanghai, Hangzhou, Ningbo, 
Suzhou, Guangzhou, Haikou, Zhongshan, Shenzhen, and 
Hong Kong. We also have offices in Vietnam, Indonesia, 
Singapore, United States, Germany, Italy, India, and Dubai 
(UAE) and partner firms assisting foreign investors in The 
Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand, Bangladesh, and Australia. 
For assistance in China, please contact the firm at: 

B china@dezshira.com
F www.dezshira.com

Source: https://www.china-briefing.com/news/key-
considerations-for-entering-chinas-healthcare-market/
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MEDICA 2024 and COMPAMED 
2024: medical technology 
industry uses global reach 
to compete for innovation 
leadership

International networking, a wide 
range of innovations and a forward-look-
ing programme

“Meet Health. Future. People.”  is MEDI-
CA’s campaign motto for the future in the 
new trade fair year 2025.  The aptness of 
the motto was confirmed by the success 
of MEDICA 2024 and its concurrently held 
number 1 supplier trade fair, COMPAMED 
2024. “The best options for global network-
ing were on offer, along with an incredible 
variety of cutting-edge innovations and 
top-level programme highlights.  MEDICA 
is unique in its global reach”, says Mari-
us Berlemann, Chief Operating Officer of 
Messe Düsseldorf, clearly impressed by all 
that happened at the exhibition booths and 
on the programme stages. From 11 to 14 
November, a total of 5,800 exhibiting com-

panies from 72 nations presented their ex-
pertise to some 80,000 trade visitors (from 
165 countries) and provided an impressive 
overview of modern healthcare solutions 
for inpatient and outpatient care. The trade 
fair is one of a kind worldwide for its inclu-
sion of the entire medical technology value 
chain, which also comprises technically so-
phisticated supplier products. With a high 
proportion of decision-makers and high 
satisfaction ratings, both events were per-
fectly in line with the excellent results of 
previous years.

More than 90 percent of the visiting pro-
fessionals who travelled to the event have 
decision-making authority, and more than 
90 percent of visiting professionals were 
satisfied with their participation in the event.

“This boosts our exhibitors’ business. 
Overall, the trade fair’s success shows us 
that the international competition for lead-
ership in medical technology innovation is 
gaining momentum and, as in other indus-
tries, companies from Asia are also heavily 
involved. In addition to the German com-
panies participating, other national and 
regional businesses from Europe, China, 
South Korea, India and, of course, Japan and 
Taiwan were particularly well represented 
with top innovations. We are particularly 
pleased with the large number of exhibitors 
from the United States, which once again 
made up almost 10 percent of all exhibitors, 
with their variety of joint booths, including 
those representing multiple US states”, ex-
plains Christian Grosser, Director Health & 
Medical Technologies at Messe Düsseldorf.

The special show ‘Hospital of the Future’ also presented digital innovations from South Korea in cooperation with the Korea Medical 
Device Association (© Constanze Tillmann/ Messe Düsseldorf ).
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In particular, the high level of interna-
tionality among exhibitors and visitors 
once again proved a decisive success fac-
tor for the many newcomers participating 
in MEDICA and COMPAMED, for small and 
medium-sized companies and for players 
operating in highly specialised niches in 
their search for partnerships for develop-
ment, contract manufacturing or distribu-
tion. “MEDICA brings together thousands 
of industry experts from around the world 
every year. It is the ideal stage to discov-
er the latest advances and developments 
in the healthcare sector and to forge val-
uable contacts”, Maxine Wang, Managing 
Director of Bricon GmbH, describes the 
inspiring global exchange during the trade 
fair. Her company specialises in the devel-
opment, manufacture and worldwide dis-
tribution of spinal implants.

Hospital Conference provides power-
ful impetus for the trade fair business 

For more than half a century, MEDICA 
has been characterised by its ability to sur-
prise with innovations, with programme 
updates that keep pace with the times and 
that, ideally, bridge the gap between knowl-
edge transfer, professional discussion and 
the relevant exhibitor innovations.

One important new feature this year 
was the themed hall space allocation in 
the MEDICA spheres “Med Tech & Devic-
es” and “Digital Health” (Halls 12 and 13) 
with a new location for the accompanying 
German Hospital Conference. For the first 
time, the leading event for the top man-

agement of German hospitals was held 
at the very centre of the trade fair in Hall 
12.  The much-anticipated opening of the 
47th German Hospital Conference saw 
German Federal Minister of Health Pro-
fessor Karl Lauterbach (via livestream) 
and North Rhine-Westphalian Minister 
of Health Karl-Josef Laumann, among 
others, address the delegates, focusing in 
particular on the changes in the German 
hospital landscape as a result of the im-
pending hospital reform.

Particularly relevant exhibitors present-
ed hospital decision-makers with innova-
tions for clinical equipment and operating 
theatres around the event area.  This re-
sulted in a perfect match and a powerful 
impetus for the trade fair business, and 
not only for the company LINAK. Together 
with TENTE, LINAK presented a new type 
of drive system that can be integrated into 
most hospital beds. This works according to 
the e-bike principle and noticeably relieves 
burdens on hospital staff when transporting 
patients. “MEDICA was an excellent oppor-
tunity to present our new product, which 
will revolutionise the care sector. We were 
able to address medical personnel, hospital 
management, developers and health politi-
cians alike”, explains LINAK’s Managing Di-
rector Christoph Messing.

Exciting sessions and special events
In the neighbouring MEDICA world of 

experience “Digital Health”, the range of 
exhibitors was complemented by a packed 
stage programme (MEDICA HEALTH 

IT FORUM, MEDICA ECON FORUM and 
MEDICA INNOVATION FORUM) as well 
as special events such as the MEDICA 
START-UP PARK (with a record number of 
60 start-ups) and the Wearable Technolo-
gies Show, all of which ensured excitement 
and attracted a great deal of attention. 
The Hospital of the Future is a relatively 
new addition to the MEDICA programme. 
The special exhibition started last year 
and is now being continued with a focus 
on digital networking and cooperation via 
telemedicine in hospital networks. The 
Korea Medical Device Association (KMDA) 
agreed to a collaboration and presented 
digital innovations for rapid patient diag-
nostics in hospitals in a dedicated zone, 
which also used AI-based software. 

In addition to the popular start-up com-
petitions, the Women Leaders in Health-
care session at the MEDICA INNOVATION 
FORUM, which is now tailored to the entire 
spectrum of digital innovations, was  one of 
the absolute highlights on the second day. 
The session featured, for example, Hadas 
Bitran from Microsoft, Ayelén Fernández 
from HP, Audrey Sherman from Solven-
tum and Nina Wöss from Female Found-
ers. They provided insights into how they 
achieved success and attained manage-
ment positions, and how they are playing 
a decisive role in shaping innovation and 
digital transformation in the still mainly 
male-dominated medical technology and 
health IT business.

In the final of the 13th MEDICA START-
UP COMPETITION, Robeauté from France 

Strong international visitor attendance at MEDICA 2024 and COMPAMED 2024 (© Messe Düsseldorf ).
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was the winning pitch team on the fo-
rum stage with a newly developed micro-
robot for use in neurosurgical procedures. 
This year’s Healthcare Innovation World 
Cup was won by the Samphire Neurosci-
ence team from the United Kingdom with 
a headset that acts on the neural networks 
of the brain to help alleviate menstrual 
pain and the symptoms of premenstrual 
syndrome (PMS).

News about the year’s hot topics
With programme sessions at the forums 

and conferences and with exhibitor pres-
entations in the five trade fair spheres, 
MEDICA 2024 shone a spotlight on all the 
year’s hot topics driving the healthcare 
sector against the backdrop of its digital 
transformation, such as the growing im-
portance of interconnected models of 
care. The focus was also on AI-supported 
systems, robotic solutions and concepts 
for dealing with the urgent shortage of 
skilled workers. Among the innovations 
presented at the trade fair were robotic 
applications to assist with highly complex 
neurosurgical procedures or orthopaedic 
operations (including hip replacements). 
Also new was an AI-based tool for the au-
tomatic documentation of medical consul-
tations, a whole range of rapid tests for 
point-of-care diagnosis of a wide variety 
of infectious diseases (e.g., gonorrhoea or 

the mpox virus including the problematic 
clade Ib mutation) and a medically certi-
fied smartwatch (Huawei) for easy blood 
pressure measurement at the wrist. 

The special “Automotive Health” ac-
tivity area (in Hall 12), which was designed 
in cooperation with the Innovation Insti-
tute from Frankfurt, also attracted a lot of 
attention and a high visitor frequency on 
all days of the trade fair.  Nowadays, a num-
ber of sensors and functions can be built 
into cars to enable safe and healthy driv-
ing. Fatigue detection systems, which are 
already commonplace, are just one exam-
ple. In future, many more functionalities 
will be able to automatically detect risks of 
emergencies based on the measurement 
of drivers’ vital data, thus possibly avoiding 
serious accidents. The Innovation Institute 
demonstrated its development expertise 
in this field by exhibiting vehicles such as 
the VW ID.4 and also made the technology 
tangible in a racing simulator.

COMPAMED: a platform for “ena-
blers”

In Halls 8a and 8b, 750 supplier com-
panies participating in COMPAMED 2024 
impressively demonstrated their expertise 
in key technologies for use by the medical 
technology industry – from a wide range 
of high-tech components and microfluidic 
applications to special packaging solutions 

(taking cleanroom requirements into ac-
count). Two accompanying forums offered 
a packed programme on all days of the fair, 
covering the latest hot topics in the suppli-
er sector, such as AI, robotics and automa-
tion, microtechnology developments and 
material innovations.

With a view to the growth markets in 
Asia, Messe Düsseldorf started market-
ing its health fairs in Singapore, Thailand, 
China and India, which have been success-
ful for years, under the uniform umbrella 
brand MEDICARE ASIA from a central loca-
tion in Singapore a few weeks ago.

b

MEDICA in Düsseldorf: 
17–20 November 2025

COMPAMED in Düsseldorf: 
17–20 November 2025

Contact for exhibitors 
and general customer enquiries:

Messe Düsseldorf – Information Service
Tel. +49(0)211-4560-01

E-mail: info@messe-duesseldorf.de
www.medica-tradefair.com

www.compamed-tradefair.com.  
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distributors wall
Looking for distributors?
Interested in dealing new products and improve your business? These pages are for you: 
announcements of companies and distributors searching for each other.
Your next partner is already waiting for you. Write us to be in the next issue*:
B classified@infodent.com

Looking for 
Products
Infodent International 
advertizers

Looking for 
Products

Looking for 
Distributors
Infodent International 
advertizers

Looking for 
Distributors

Miscellaneous
Infodent International 
advertizers

Miscellaneous

With over 25 years of Experience in the Surgical service industry, IEC is offering training 
and consulting for technical companies that want to start their own in-house Endoscope 
repair program or an existing facility expansion. We customize single day training events as 
well as full staff training over several weeks.
Please contact us for further information.

F www.IECendoscopy.com
B info@endoscopy.md

We are BMI Biomedical Intl. a Company with 25+ years of experience in the medical X-ray 
field (both for human and veterinary applications) with a current worldwide network 
covering about 70 Countries: any distributor or OEM partner interested in our products 
please get in touch with us.

F www.bmibiomedical.it
B info@bmibiomedical.it
B +39 035 4376381

We are a medical/dental imaging products distributor in Iran with more than two decades 
of experience.
We are looking to distribute medical and dental imaging products.	
Axon Dielectric Co
Iran

B info@axonel.com

General Physiotherapy Massage & Percussion devices
G5® devices are used worldwide by professional therapists in respiratory therapy, physical 
therapy, chiropractic care, sports medicine, spa treatments. G5® massage machines are 
the only ones with Directional Stroking® enabling the applicator to transfers the vibra-
tory power of the device to the body, and underlying tissues (muscles, vessels, body fluids, 
connective tissues). 

B medical@jdhintl.com
F www.g-5.com

IEC is offering to medical equipment dealers and service companies worldwide pre-owned 
Olympus endoscopes, processors, and lightsources. Expect excellent customer service 
and pricing.
Please contact us for further information. 

F www.IECendoscopy.com
B info@endoscopy.md

*Always free
 for distributors

All classifieds we receive
will be verified. Any fraud
or incorrect behaviour will 
be reported to competent 
international authorities.

As a consulting agency
we can only guarantee the 
reliability of classifieds 
carrying our infodent 
world logo, since they
are our customers and 
we are aware of their 
proven seriousness
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Terracotta Medical Trading is a leading distributor of medical equipment and healthcare 
products in United Arab Emirates. We specialize in high-quality solutions for hospitals, 
clinics, and healthcare professionals, with a strong focus on innovation and customer sa-
tisfaction. We strive to assist and facilitate the launch of our principal products in the 7 
emirates of the UAE.	
Terracotta Medical Trading
United Arab Emirates 

B julie.catalan@terracotta.ae

Our company is based in Benghazi (Libya), and it was founded in 2011. 
We import medical equipment to be distributed in Libya.
We will be so happy to receive new suppliers. 	
Plutomedical	
Lybia

B Plutomedical@gmail.com

We are a company with 14 years’ experience in the Ecuadorian market, we distribute to 
Europe and USA markets.
We are looking to distribute medical supplies for surgery.
MAXBETSA	
Ecuador

B importaciones@maxbetsa.com.ec

We are a medical company in Saudi Arabia.
We have performed many projects around Saudi Arabia and we are looking for companies 
who want agents or distributors in KSA (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia).	
Medical Engineering Company	
Saudi Arabia

B khattaby@medeng-sa.com

We are looking for injectable, oncology and biological medicines that can be commerciali-
zed in reference country (EU, USA, Australia, Canada, Japan, UK).
Esnad Medical Establishment
Saudi Arabia

F www.esnadmedical.com
B support@esnadmedical.com
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trade shows calendar

january 2025 february 2025

S 27-30 / 01 S 24-25 / 02

S dubai, u.a.e. S brussels, belgium
Informa Markets- Middle East
20th Floor, Dubai World Trade Center 
Tower - Sheikh Zayed Rd - Dubai - 
United Arab Emirates

Venue: Dubai International 
Convention & Exhibition Centre
Dubai, United Arab Emirates

F www.arabhealthonline.com

Organised by: BioEvents UK
US Phone: +1 857 400 0035
UK Phone: +44 203 051 4032
rosemarie@bioevents-congress.com
Website: www.bioevents.net

Venue: Sheraton Brussels Airport 
Hotel
Brussels International Airport
1930, Brussels
Belgium

F www.rmd2025.com

Arab Health 
2025

RMD Europe 
2025

50th edition 9th EAAR Annual Conference

visit us

S booth Z4. F20

january 2025

S 31 / 01 - 02 / 02

S stuttgart, germany
Organised by: Landesmesse Stuttgart 
GmbH
Messeplatz 1
70629 Stuttgart
Phone: +49 711 18560-0
Fax: +49 711 18560-2440
Email: info@messe-stuttgart.de

Venue: Messe Stuttgart
Messeplatz 1
70629 Stuttgart
Germany

F www.messe-stuttgart.de

Medizin 
Stuttgart 2025
Exhibition & Conference

INTERNATIONAL medical community business worldwide
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01/01 - 31/12 - Smart Medical Fair
The international virtual medical trade fair
F www.smartmedicalfair.com
Organized by Infodent & Infomedix International
The platform virtually connects manufacturers with a global audience.
For further information, visit Infodent & Infomedix International booth!
F www.smartmedicalfair.com/stand/h5p1b0z2218

february 2025 february 2025 march 2025

S 26-28 / 02 S 26 / 02 - 02 / 03 S 05-07 / 03

S tokyo, japan S vienna, austria S osaka, japan
Organizer Office: Informa Markets 
Japan Co Ltd
Phone: +81 3 5296 1025
Fax: +81 3 5296 1018
Mail: h-expo-jp@informa.com

Venue: Tokyo Big Sight
East Halls
Tokyo
Japan

F www.this.ne.jp/en

ESR OFFICE
Neutorgasse 9
1010 Vienna, Austria
Phone: +43 1 533 40 64 - 0
Fax: +43 1 533 40 64 - 448
Email: communications@myesr.org
Website: www.myesr.org

Venue: Austria Center Vienna
Bruno-Kreisky-Platz 1
1220 Vienna
Austria

F www.myesr.org/congress

Organized by: RX Japan Ltd.
Phone: +81 3 3349 8586
For Exhibiting:
Email: medical-japan.jp@rxglobal.com
For Visiting:
Email: visitor-eng.mj.jp@rxglobal.com

Venue: INTEX
Osaka
Japan

F www.medical-jpn.jp/hub/en-gb.html

THIS 
2025 

ECR
2025

MEDICAL 
JAPAN OSAKA

Health & Wellness Japan European Congress of Radiology
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march 2025 march 2025

S 10-14 / 03 S 17-19 / 03

S san diego, ca, usa S milan, italy
AAOS - American Academy of 
Orthopaedic Surgeons
9400 West Higgins Road
Rosemont, IL 60018
Phone: +1 847 823 7186
Fax: +1 847 823 8125
E-mail: exhibits@aaos.org, meeting@
aaos.org
Website: www.aaos.org

Venue: San Diego Convention Center
San Diego, CA
USA

F www.aaos.org/annual

*** March 25-26, 2025 | Digital ***

Organized by: EBD Group
Phone: +49 89 2388 7560
Email: conferences@ebdgroup.com

Venue: Allianz MiCo - Fiera Milano
Gate 5
Viale Teodorico
20149 Milan
Italy

F www.informaconnect.com/bioeurope-spring/

AAOS 
2025 Bio Europe 

Spring 2025
American Academy of Orthopaedic 
Surgeons Annual Meeting Annual International Partnering Conference

march 2025

S 14-15 / 03

S london, uk
Contact:
Phone: +44 203 096 1228
Email: contact@aestheticsjournal.com

Venue: Business Design Centre
London
UK

F www.aestheticsconference.com

ACE 
2025
Aesthetics Conference & Exhibition
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march 2025 april 2025

S 27-29 / 03 S 09-11/04

S new delhi, india S tokyo, japan
Organiser:
Messe Düsseldorf GmbH Messe
Düsseldorf India Pvt. Ltd
20th Floor, Tower A, Building No. 5
DLF Cyber City, Phase II
Gurugram - 122002

Project Director in India:
Mr. Adarsh Verma
Phone: +91 124 4544 507
Email: VermaA@md-india.com

Venue: Pragati Maidan
Hall 4 & 5
New Delhi
India

F www.medicalfair-india.com

Organized by:
Informa Markets Japan Co., Ltd.
Address: Kanda 91 Bldg., 1-8-3 Kaji-
cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0044 
Japan
Tel : +81-3-5296-1011
Website: informamarketsjapan.com

Email (exhibitor): 
medtecjapan@informa.com
Email (visitor): 
medtec-support@jmb.co.jp

Venue: Tokyo International 
Convention Center
(Tokyo Big Sight)
Hall 2-3
Tokyo
Japan

F www.medtecjapan.com/en

Medical Fair 
India 2025 

Medtec Japan 
2025

30th International Exhibition and Conference

april 2025

S 08-11 / 04

S shanghai, china
Organizer: Reed Sinopharm 
Exhibitions Co., Ltd.
Address: 15th Floor Tower B, Ping 
an International Finance Centre 
1-3, Xinyuan South Road Chaoyang 
District, Beijing, China, 100027

International Sales and Organization 
Partnership
Ivy Wu
Phone: +86 010 84556554
haoting.wu@reedsinopharm.com

International Marketing and 
Visitor Issue
Tina Wu
Phone: +86 010 84556578
yiwen.wu@reedsinopharm.com

Venue: National Exhibition 
and Convention Center
Shanghai
China

F www.cmef.com.cn/en

CMEF 2025
ICMD 2025 
Spring Edition
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april 2025

S 24-26 / 04

S vienna, austria
Organised by:
Austrian Exhibition Experts GmbH
Haidgasse 8 / Top 5-6, A-1020 Vienna
E: austropharm@expo-experts.at

Contact:
Mag. Siegrid Fellner-Göschl
Exhibition Service & Contracting
T: +43 (0)676 750 9991
E: s.fellner-goeschl@expo-experts.at

Venue: Vienna Exhibition Center
Wien
Austria

F www.austropharm.at

AUSTROPHARM
2025

april 2025

S 14-16 / 04

S dubai, uae
Organised by:
INDEX Conferences & Exhibitions
Road D-62, Opposite to Nad Al Hamar
P.O. Box: 13636, Dubai - UAE
Phone: +971 4 3624 717
Fax: +971 4 3624 718
Email: derma@index.ae
Website: www.index.ae

Contact person: Dr. Matios Tcholakian
Sr. Business Development Manager
Email: exhibit@dubaiderma.com
Phone: +971 4 520 8888 (Ext. 604)
Mobile: +971 50 785 1076

Venue: Dubai World Trade Centre 
(DWTC)
Dubai
UAE

F www.dubaiderma.com

Dubai Derma
24th Dubai World Dermatology and Laser 
Conference & Exhibition

april 2025

S 23-25 / 04

S kuala lumpur, 
malaysia
For more info contact:
Phone: +603 6151 9973
Email: info@sea-healthcare.com

Venue: MITEC
Kuala Lumpur
Malaysia

F www.sea-healthcare.com

SEACARE 2025
Southeast Asia’s Premier Healthcare & 
Pharma Show
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UNICEF on World AIDS Day, 
in 2023 90 thousand children 
and adolescents have died 
from AIDS-related causes

On World AIDS Day, on 1 December, 
UNICEF recalls that in 2023, every day 330 
children aged between 0 and 14 years 
contracted HIV. Last year, more than 
90,000 children and adolescents died from 
AIDS-related causes - equivalent to 250 
lives a day - 73% of them children under the 
age of 10.

While 77% of adults contracting HIV 
have access to antiretroviral therapy (ART), 
only 57% of children aged 0-14, and 65% of 
adolescents aged 15-19 can access.

In 2023, there were 250,000 new HIV 
cases in the 0-19 age group, bringing the 
total number of children and adolescents 
infected with HIV globally to 2.4 million.

Globally, 96,000 girls and 41,000 boys 
aged 15 to 19 contracted HIV in 2023 , 
meaning seven in 10 new adolescent infec-
tions occurred among girls. In sub-Saharan 
Africa, 9 out of 10 new HIV infections among 
young people aged 15-19 involve girls.

Although there has been a notable de-
cline in new HIV infections among chil-
dren and adolescents globally, over the 
last decade, according to the latest availa-
ble estimates, adolescent girls still strug-
gle to access prevention and support ser-
vices.

Urgent Action
In view of the world day to combat AIDS, 

UNICEF warns that without urgent action 
to address the disproportionate impact of 
HIV on girls and young women - particularly 
in sub-Saharan Africa - the hard-won gains 
may be lost in the fight against HIV.

“Many countries have made great strides 
to end AIDS,” said Anurita Bains, UNICEF 
Associate Director for HIV/AIDS. “Howev-
er, children and adolescents are not fully 
reaping the benefits of broad-based ac-
cess to treatment and prevention services. 
Children living with HIV must be prioritized 
when it comes to investing resources and 
efforts to increase care for all, including 
through the expansion of innovative testing 
technologies.”

 b

F www.unicef.it 
F www.unicef.org
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